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r oin t. State-Defense Message. 

•High level decision made here to deploy following - limits to R7N. 

Qne Marine BLT to Hue- Phu Bai area, 1 Marine BLT to Danang, 1 RLT Headquarters 
3 e- co to <2 I 

□ < § C 4nS inquired elements of MEB Headquarters to Danang, 1 USMC Fix Squadron 
g « * & g , „ 

w5h required elements MAG Headquarters to Da nang , 1 RB-66 Recce Task 
Force to Tan Son Nhut and 1 Army LOG Command and 1 Army Eng Const. Group. 
Ambassador Taylor participated in discussions lea ding up to decision and 
will take up matter deployment of these forces with GVN upon his return 
Saigon. 

Mission of Marine elements expanded to include engagement in 
counterinsurgency combat operations. Concept for employment of MEB 
forces in D anang — Hue— Phu Bai area to be developed in field “ 1T1 

txfsxk ataa in accord with high level Washington discussions to be 
c ommunic ated by Ambassador Taylor. In view military and political 
implications request report on mission of Marine elements be furnished 
^ Jl -Washington as soon as talks with GVN completed. 
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• Classtjicuiion 

Pacing of deployments Is of critical import as ve do not repeat not i 
desire give impression rapid massive build up but intent is to accomplish 
deployment of above Marine forces earliest feasible after Ambassador Taylor 
secures permission OTN. Desire indicate ve continuing on course 
previously set and gradual build up proceeding accord in g to plan. In 
keeping this policy deployments^ other than Marines, vili be spaced over 
period time vith publicity re all deployments kept at lowest key- 
possible. 
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